252. SPEECH AT MASS MEETING1
[durban,
January 25, 1914]
Mr. Gandhi, before proceeding to explain the terms of the provisional
agreement, announced that Mr. Andrews had received a letter from England
preparing him for the death of his beloved mother, whom he had expected
to meet on his arrival in England. He also added that Mr. Andrews was suffer-
ing from fever due to the strain under which he had worked in Pretoria in con-
nection with the agreement. Notwithstanding these facts, Mr. Andrews had
insisted on attending the meeting.
Mr. Gandhi addressed the meeting at length, both in English and Hindu-
stani, his remarks being subsequently rendered into Tamil. Mr. Gandhi said
that those to whom he was addressing his remarks in English would, he hoped,
have read what had been published in the papers, but he would give them
the purport of the agreement with the Government. At the first interview he had
had with General Smuts, he had placed before him three propositions,
the acceptance of any one of which would have enabled the community to lead
evidence before the Commission without violating the solemn declaration made
some time ago on that very ground. These alternatives were that either the
Government should appoint another Commission and restrict the scope of the
present Commission purely to a judicial inquiry into the allegations that
had been made as to ill-treatment and cruelty, while the other should go into
the question of grievances, when the community would be able to lead its
evidence before both; or that a member should be co-opted to the Commis-
sion to represent Indian interests who would sit specially on the Commission
hearing the statement of grievances as apart from the allegations of cruelty,
so that the functions of this Commission could clearly be divided into judicial
and political; or that the scope of the present Commission should be restricted
purely to a judicial inquiry, and that before the community's appearance
before it, the Government should grant the community's request in terms of
Mr, Cachalia's letter2, namdy, the five points (1) the repeal of the £3 tax;
(2) the restoration of the status of Indian wives as it existed before the
Searle judgment; (3) the restoration of the right of South Africa-born Indians
to enter the Cape; (4) the raooval of the little difficulty that still exists with
1	A mass meeting of Indians numbering over 3,000 was held under the
auspices of the Natal Indian Association to discuss the details of the provisional
agreement between Gandhiji and Smuts, and to take action thereon. Imam
Abdul Cadir Bawazeer presided*
2	KA "Letter to Secretary for Interior", pp. 183-6.

